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Behavioral Health Task Force 
Agenda

❖ Housekeeping:  Lauren Prole

❖ Welcome:  Dr. Sara Salek

❖ ADHS Update:  Teresa Ehnert 

❖ Opioid & Suicide Data:  Sheila Sjolander

❖ Suicide Prevention Updates:  Kelli Williams

❖ HIDTA Update:  Shelly Mowrey

❖ Crisis Data:  Alex Herrera 

❖ Questions, Open Discussion & Wrap-Up:  All
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ADHS Update

Teresa Ehnert
Bureau Chief, Public Health Emergency Preparedness

Health Emergency Operation Center/ ESF8
PHEP/HPP Director, Arizona
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Update on Arizona’s 
Opioid Crisis

Sheila Sjolander, MSW
Assistant Director, Prevention Services

ADHS



https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2020/han00438.asp 

https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2020/han00438.asp


Opioid Deaths 2019 & 2020
Confirmed through death certificates reported to ADHS Vital Records
Month 2019 2020* 

January 105 142

February 81 118

March 105 156

April 103 144

May 110 181

June  89 199

July 133 209

August 128 190

Total Jan. - August 854 1339  

*Preliminary Reported as of 12/14/2020  

Year to Date Total 1359 1563



Opioid Deaths by County
County 2019 2020**

Cochise 15 23

Coconino 11 16

Maricopa 959 1048

Mohave 29 24

Pima 210 270

Pinal 37 57

Santa Cruz * 12

Yavapai 45 54

*Data is suppressed for counties with numbers fewer than 10
**2020 data is preliminary through 12/14/2020

Confirmed through death certificates reported to ADHS Vital Records



Opioid Deaths by Age
Ages 2019 2020**

Under 15 years * 13

15 to 24 227 293

25 to 34 362 479

35 to 44 300 319

45 to 54 203 240

55 to 74 188 159

65 to 74 57 49

75+ 18 10

*Data is suppressed for age categories with numbers fewer than 10
**2020 data is preliminary through 12/14/2020

Confirmed through death certificates reported to ADHS Vital Records



Verified Opioid Overdoses by Month
June 2017 – December 11, 2020 

August 2020





Bureau of EMS & Trauma System
EMS Calls for Opioid Deaths, AZPIERS: 2019-2020



Substances involved in verified opioid overdoses 2020



Percentage of Verified Overdoses with Fentanyl 
Involved, 2017 - 2020



Fentanyl Overdose Trends

Number of verified overdoses involving fentanyl peaked in August 2020**

*2017 is a partial year – data collection began June 15, 2017
**2020 is through December 11, 2020; data is incomplete for recent months

 August 2020



Fentanyl involved in verified opioid overdoses 
2020 By Age & Gender

Age Female Male

17 years & younger 3% 6%

18 – 24 years 6% 20%

25 – 44 years 14% 38%

45 – 64 years 5% 10%

65 years & older 0% 0%



Suicide Deaths 2019 & 2020
Confirmed through death certificates reported to ADHS Vital Records
Month 2019 2020* 

January 138 131

February 99 105

March 140 137

April 137 111

May 143 104

June 139 108

July 133 126

August 118 142

Total Jan. - August 1041 964

Year to Date Total 1478 1291

*Preliminary reported as of 12/14/2020  



Suicide Dashboard: azhealth.gov/suicide



Arizona Health Improvement Plan: 
Mental Well-being

• 3 key areas of focus:  
– Social Isolation and Loneliness
– Substance Misuse
– Suicide

• ADHS will host a virtual forum to learn about, and contribute to, the Mental 
Well-being AzHIP priority:    January 12, 12:00 - 2:00 p.m.

• Please register for this event here. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftW5wNao6Y5Pmfquq40gNiRl1-M0L
jItHDm6FEDZ3ddl6Fmg/viewform?usp=sf_link 

• Contact azhip@azdhs.gov for more information.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftW5wNao6Y5Pmfquq40gNiRl1-M0LjItHDm6FEDZ3ddl6Fmg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftW5wNao6Y5Pmfquq40gNiRl1-M0LjItHDm6FEDZ3ddl6Fmg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:azhip@azdhs.gov


For more information:
 azhealth.gov/opioid

www.azhealth.gov/suicide  
www.azdhs.gov/oarline/  

Questions/Comments:  
azopioid@azdhs.gov

sheila.sjolander@azdhs.gov 

 

http://www.azhealth.gov/opioid
http://www.azhealth.gov/suicide
http://www.azdhs.gov/oarline/
mailto:azopioid@azdhs.gov
mailto:sheila.sjolander@azdhs.gov
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Suicide Prevention Update

Kelli Donley Williams, MPH

AHCCCS
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Trends, Projects, Priorities

• Suicide data
o 41% decrease in youth related suicides from 2018-2019
o Pandemic data is not finalized; 6 month lag

• Partnerships with ADHS, ADE, DVS
• Priorities remain reducing suicide among all in Arizona, 

especially those age 65 and older, American Indians, 
Veterans, youth
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Opioid Prevention 

Shelly Mowrey 



High Intensity 
Drug Trafficking 
Area
Shelly Mowrey

Public Health/Public Safety Initiative 
Commander





Arizona HIDTA 
coordinates and 

supports the efforts 
of 620 full-time and 

177 part-time 
participants from

71 agencies.  

25 Initiatives (task 
forces) are located in

the nine HIDTA 
designated Counties.



1. Methamphetamine      

2. Fentanyl/Synthetic Opioids 

3. Marijuana/THC Derivatives  

4. Heroin  

5. Cocaine   





Arizona HIDTA
Fentanyl 

• Overdose Investigations

• Overdose Response Strategy
• Opioid Monitoring Initiative

• Public Health Analyst (CDC)

• Drug Intelligence Officer

• Training

• Demand Reduction Program



Opioid Monitoring Initiative Alert System

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=qbsbmv8ab&p=oi&m=1129219934256&sit=cg5mei6lb&f=67b45372-3e45-493b-b732-43bd7d23c23a




**NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE - LAW ENFORCEMENT & FIRE DEPARTMENTS ONLY** 

The purpose of this email is to inform you of a new zip code that appeared on our radar today. According to 
the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS), in the past 60 days, there have been 10 suspected fatal 
or non-fatal opioid overdoses for (Specific Zip code). 

Please note that the data provided by ADHS is based on Healthcare and/or Medical Examiner cases 
reported to the Medical Electronic Disease Surveillance Intelligence System (MEDSIS) based on the 
patient’s zip code of residence and not actual overdose location. It is important to note that the patient is a 
resident of the city noted. 

Additional information in the alert
-Number of Schools in that zip code
-Treatment Information 
-Naloxone Information
-Coronavirus Cases

Overdose Spike Alert



Overdose 
Response 
Strategy
CDC Foundation and HIDTA



Training



Demand Reduction 
PreventionMarch 29 & September 27

February 25

AZDrugSummit.org
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Crisis System Update

Alex Herrera
Crisis Administrator / BH Project Manager

DHCM
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Questions, Open Discussion & Wrap Up

Next Meeting - January 15th
(1/1/2021 Meeting Cancelled) 

Happy New Years!
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Thank You.
See the Behavioral Health Task Force web page for meeting past meeting presentations - 

https://www.azahcccs.gov/AHCCCS/CommitteesAndWorkgroups/BehavioralHealthTaskForce.html

Send future topics you want to discuss to lauren.prole@azahcccs.gov  

https://www.azahcccs.gov/AHCCCS/CommitteesAndWorkgroups/BehavioralHealthTaskForce.html
mailto:lauren.prole@azahcccs.gov
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