
 

 

Arizona State Hospital Human Rights Committee Meeting 

 

Thursday September 3, 2015 
6:00-9:00PM Meeting   
AzSH Auditorium 

Arizona State Hospital 
2500 E. Van Buren St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85008 

Members Present: Sharon Ashcroft;  Mary Lou Brncik- via telephone;  Joe O’Cain; Kim Scherek; Jill Manahan- via telephone; 
Laurie Goldstein 
Other Attendees: Michael White- via telephone;  Olivia Lawson- via telephone; Rodney Woodville- via telephone;  Gavin 
McFarland- via telephone; Amado Salas- via telephone;  Marshall Long- via telephone; Margery Ault, ADHS;  Aaron Bowen, AzSH; 
Yisel Sanchez, ADHS 

Members Absent:  Jim Gillcoatt 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday, October 1, 2015 
Approved: 
 _________________________________________ 
 Sharon Ashcroft, Chairman  
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Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

Review of 
Minutes 

Review of minutes for August 
meeting minutes. 
 
 

Ms. Goldstein makes a 
motion to accept August 
minutes.  Ms. Goldstein 
seconded the motion, all 
members voted in favor.  
 

   

Conflict of 
Interest 

None reported     

Public Comment  Gavin McFarland- Discussion on 
nightly checks.  Mr. McFarland 
believes the nightly checks are 
invasive and intrusive to sleeping 
patterns. Patients taking meds call 
for uninterrupted sleep, checks in 
turn make meds ineffective.   
 
Olivia Lawson- Ms. Lawson 
concerned with nightly census 
policy.  Ms. Lawson discusses three 
different polices specific to 
Forensic, Civil and CRU units.  Ms. 
Lawson believes the issue is not 
specific to all three units; it’s only 
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Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

specific to Civil.  Therefore she 
questions why all three units are 
undergoing this policy. 
 
Amado Salas- Commented that there 
is a unit census that PA hesitates to 
listen to patient concerns. 
 
Marshall Long- Comment thanking 
Hospital staff for all they’ve done in 
such a short amount of time.  
 
Rodney Woodville- discusses his 
concern with nightly check concern.  
Mr. Woodville stated he’s been 
researching and is concerned with 
physical health.  Mr. Woodville is 
very tired, dropping group 
involvement, anti-therapeutic.  Mr. 
Woodville expresses he is unhappy 
with the hospitals ombudsman, he 
believes her responses are bias.  Mr. 
Woodville also believes 
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Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

rehabilitation times are interfering 
with meals.  Food is sitting out too 
long and this is not sanitary.   
 
Michael White- Discussion on 
vocational training, visits, grievance 
process and shade for individual 
patios.   
    

John Mancini 
Resignation Letter   

Resignation letter received from 
John Mancini.   

Committee votes to accept 
resignation. 

   

Dr. Bowen 
Updates  

Mr. Bowen reported that the 50% 
policy is completely gone. 
 
Mr. Bowen is currently working on 
getting ankle bracelet policy 
removed. 
 
Mr. Bowen reported that levels in 
process of changing. 
 
Mr. Bowen reported that nightly 
checks will not be changing.  This is 
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Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

a CMS requirement.  The hospital 
understands it is disruptive but CMS 
requires this to be done and is 
necessary.   
 
Dr. Bowen reported back on concern 
mentioned last month in regards to 
the newspaper being censored.  One 
specific unit, social work was sent 
out and a paper was provided to the 
patient.  Employee was counseled on 
this not reoccurring.   
 
Dr. Bowen shared that Rio Salado 
was on the grounds today working 
out kinks.      
 
Dr. Bowen reported that computers 
on the units are looking to be 
replaced.  Hospital has Cox coming 
out to provide an estimate on 
internet costs and security measures 
needed.     
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Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

 
 
 
 

Visitation Ms. Ashcroft reported that Mr. 
Gillcoatt is unable to assist with 
visitations at the moment.  He is 
working nights and has become a 
conflict for him.  Ms. Ashcroft is 
looking for someone to join her on 
the next visit to a patient that was 
allegedly assaulted.     

Ms. Goldstein is available 
as long as it is scheduled 
in advance.  

   

New Business  Ms. Manahan discusses nightly 
census checks, and her 
understanding that this needs to 
happen because of the difficulty in 
seeing some patients at night.  She is 
aware of the requirement CMS has 
stating that a patient must be 
checked and determine he/she is 
breathing and this is not possible 
through simply looking through a 
window.   
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Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

Committee 
Membership 

Jill Manahan would like to become a 
member of the Arizona State 
Hospital human rights committee. 

Kim Scherek makes a 
motion to accept Jill 
Manahan as a member of 
the committee.  Mary Lou 
Brncik seconds, all voted 
in favor.   

   

Future Agenda 
items  

Night time practice- checks other 
facilities. 
 
Transportation- privacy 
 
Incident Reports 
 

Following items will be 
included in next month’s 
agenda. 

   

Meeting Adjourn Committee votes to adjourn 
meeting. 

    

 


	Sharon Ashcroft, Chairman 

