
 

 

 

State Medicaid Advisory Committee (SMAC) 
Wednesday, April 8, 2020 

AHCCCS  
(To Join by Phone) 602-666-0783 Access ID: 288 997 651 (VIRTUAL MEETING) 

(To Join by Web) https://azgov.webex.com/azgov/j.php?MTID=m8d774fd13320b9a59a7d105fd937c9be 
Access ID 288 997 651 

1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
Agenda 

I. Welcome  
  

Director Jami Snyder 
 

 
II. Introductions of Members  

 

 
ALL 

 

III. Approval of 1-8- 20 meeting summary  
 

                                                ALL 

Agency Updates 

IV. AHCCCS Updates 
 

Director Jami Snyder 

V. COVID-19  
 

Director Jami Snyder 

VI. Call to the public 
 

Director Snyder 

VII. Adjourn at 3:00pm 
 

ALL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 SMAC Meetings 
Per SMAC Bylaws, meetings are to be held the 2nd Wednesday of January, April, July and October.  

***Please note the change for the October meeting date, due to conflicts.*** 
All meetings will be held from 1 p.m.- 3 p.m. unless otherwise announced at the AHCCCS Administration  

January 8 , 2020 
April 8, 2020 
July 8, 2020 

October 21, 2020 
For information or assistance, please contact Fredreaka Graham at (602) 417-4496 or 

fredreaka.graham@azahcccs.gov 
 
 
 

https://azgov.webex.com/azgov/j.php?MTID=m8d774fd13320b9a59a7d105fd937c9be
mailto:fredreaka.graham@azahcccs.gov


       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AHCCCS Presentation Covid-19 





State Medicaid Advisory Committee
AHCCCS COVID-19 Response

Presented by Jami Snyder, Director



•

• https://azahcccs.gov/AHCCCS/AboutUs/covid19FAQ.html

•

https://azahcccs.gov/AHCCCS/AboutUs/covid19FAQ.html




Question: Will members lose coverage during the COVID-19 emergency?
Answer: No, per the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, AHCCCS will 

not disenroll members during the emergency (with the exception of death, 

those who move out of state, or those who voluntarily withdraw). Members who 

lost AHCCCS eligibility in March 2020 will be notified of their reinstatement.

Question: Does AHCCCS cover testing for COVID-19?
Answer: Yes, AHCCCS covers COVID-19 testing. HCPCS U0001 and U0002 

have an effective date of February 4, 2020. CPT 87635 has an effective date of 

March 13, 2020. All codes have been entered in the AHCCCS PMMIS system.



Question: During the COVID-19 emergency will AHCCCS members be 
required to pay premiums?
Answer: No. For the duration of the emergency, premium payments will be 

suspended for members enrolled in KidsCare and Freedom to Work programs. 

Members who have already paid March 2020 premiums will be credited, and 

individuals who were disenrolled in March will be reinstated for the duration of 

the emergency.
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AHCCCS submits to CMS 
changes via the 1135, 1115, and 

State Plan processes

The new changes are implemented 
by the AHCCCS Administration, 

MCOs, and providers

Upon approval from CMS for any 
change, AHCCCS works internally 

with the team to operationalize 
when/if the change is needed

AHCCCS communicates the new 
operational changes via the 

COVID-19 FAQs

CMS reviews each request.  As 
approvals are received, 

AHCCCS posts them



•

•





● Permit providers located out of state to offer both emergency & non-emergency 
care to AHCCCS members 

● Streamline provider enrollment requirements
● Waive the provider enrollment fees
● Suspend revalidation of providers who are located in state or otherwise directly 

impacted by the disaster event
● Waiving the requirement that physicians & other healthcare professionals be 

licensed in Arizona, to the extent consistent with state law
● Suspending pre-admission screening and annual resident review (PASRR) for 

individuals being considered for admission to a nursing facility
● Modifying existing prior authorization requirements for AHCCCS' fee-for-service 

programs



•
•
•

•

•



•

•

•

•



•

o
o
o

•

•



•

•

•

•
•
•



•

•

•



•

•

•

•

•

•

•



•

•

•

•

•



•
o
o
o
o

•
o

o
o



•

o
o

o

o



•

•

•

•







•
https://azahcccs.gov/AHCCCS/AboutUs/covid19.html

•
https://azahcccs.gov/AHCCCS/AboutUs/covid19FAQ.ht
ml

•
https://www.azahcccs.gov/Resources/Federal/PendingWaivers/1135.html

https://azahcccs.gov/AHCCCS/AboutUs/covid19.html
https://azahcccs.gov/AHCCCS/AboutUs/covid19FAQ.html
https://azahcccs.gov/AHCCCS/AboutUs/covid19FAQ.html
https://www.azahcccs.gov/Resources/Federal/PendingWaivers/1135.html
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