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HOME BIRTHS AND BIRTHS IN FREESTANDING BIRTH CENTERS

The following are not considered low-risk deliveries by AHCCCS and are not appropriate for planned home-births or births in freestanding birthing centers. These include members with:
1. Age less than 16 years regardless of parity; primiparous over 40 years of age or multiparous over 45 years of age

2. Previous uterine surgery or cesarean section

3. Drug addiction, current use of drugs, or therapy for drug abuse 

4. Current severe psychiatric illness or severe psychiatric illness evident during assessment of recipient’s preparation for birth

5. Significant hematological disorders/coagulopathies/hemolytic disease

6. History of severe postpartum bleeding, of unknown cause, which required transfusion

7. Isoimmunization, including evidence of Rh sensitization/platelet sensitization

8. Congenital heart defects or cardiovascular disease causing functional impairment

9. Chronic or severe hypertension, eclampsia (current or previous pregnancy)

10. History or current diagnosis of deep venous thrombosis or pulmonary embolism

11. Significant pulmonary disease/disorder (including active tuberculosis) 

12. Renal, or collagen-vascular disease

13. Significant endocrine disorders including pre-existing diabetes (type I or type II)
14. Hepatic disorders including uncontrolled intrahepatic cholestasis of pregnancy and/or abnormal liver function tests

15. Neurologic disorders or active seizure disorders

16. Positive HIV antibody test

17. Active syphilis, gonorrhea or hepatitis, until treated and recovered 

18. Primary genital herpes simplex infection in first trimester or active genital herpes at onset of labor

19. Previous placenta previa, current placental abnormalities, or significant 3rd trimester bleeding

20. Known multiple gestation

21. Abnormal presentation after 36 weeks gestation

22. Gestational age >34 weeks with no prenatal care

23. Pelvis that will not safely allow a baby to pass through during labor

24. Cancer affecting site of delivery or previous breast surgery for malignancy

25. Other significant deviations from normal as assessed by the provider
MATERNITY CARE PROVIDED BY THE LICENSED MIDWIFE
Transfer of care is indicated for, but not limited to, the following maternal and newborn-related conditions:
MATERNAL (REFERS TO THE ANTEPARTUM, INTRAPARTUM AND POSTPARTUM CARE OF THE MOTHER)
1. Prematurity or labor beginning before 36 weeks gestation 

2. Gestation beyond 42 weeks

3. Presence of ruptured membranes without onset of labor within 24 hour

4. Abnormal fetal heart rate below120 beats per minute or above 160 beats per minute

5. Presence of thick meconium, blood-stained amniotic fluid or abnormal fetal heart tone;
6. Umbilical cord prolapse 

7. Non-bleeding placenta retained more than 24 hours

8. Consistent non-attendance at prenatal visits, lack of available support in the home for first three 

9. postpartum days, unsafe location for delivery

10. Postpartum hemorrhage of greater than 500 cc in the current pregnancy

11. Anaphylaxis or shock

12. Uterine prolapse or inversion

13. Sustained maternal vital sign instability and/or shock

14. Maternal seizure

15. Respiratory distress
16. Development of any of the conditions listed in previous section

17. Other significant deviations from normal as assessed by the provider

NEWBORN (REFERS TO THE INFANT’S CARE DURING THE FIRST 24 HOURS FOLLOWING BIRTH)

1. Birth weight less than 2000 grams

2. Pale blue or gray color after ten minutes

3. Excessive edema

4. Major congenital anomalies

5. Respiratory distress

6. Cardiac abnormalities or irregularities

7. Prolonged glycemic instability

8. Neonatal seizure

9. Other significant deviations from normal as assessed by the provider

	Licensed midwives are required to use professional judgment in assessing and determining the need for implementation of appropriate transfer of care in cases of adverse situations.
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