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Our first care is your health care 
ARIZONA HEALTH CARE COST CONTAINMENT SYSTEM

 
Date: May 2, 2011  
 
To: Interested Parties  
 
From: AHCCCS Administration  
 
Re: Summary of Public Informational Briefing re Arizona’s Medicaid Reform Plan  
 
On April 25, 2011, the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) held a Public 
Hearing on Arizona’s plan to preserve the Medicaid program with proposed changes to drive 
down costs in the program during the State’s fiscal crisis.  Information was sent to interested 
stakeholders and notice was also posted on the AHCCCS public website at 
http://www.azahcccs.gov/publicnotices/Default.aspx. 
 
Participants were provided the opportunity to attend from across the State via teleconference. 
The briefing began at approximately 2:00 p.m. and information was provided about the proposal, 
process for submitting comments, and next steps. The briefing was open for public comment and 
everyone who requested to speak was provided the opportunity. Everyone was encouraged to 
also submit written comments to be published on the web. The following individuals provided 
comments at the briefing: 
 
 
Name Organization Topics 
Sarah Kader Arizona Center for 

Disability Law 
Opposed cuts to AHCCCS for people with disabilities and 
concerned about notices and information about qualifying for other 
AHCCCS programs.* 

Michael 
Donnelly 

Recovery Empowerment 
Network 
 

Opposed cuts to AHCCCS; specifically copays/penalties and 
provided research on their effectiveness* 

Tami Johnson Morris Institute for 
Justice 

Opposed cuts to AHCCCS; specifically copays/penalties, 6 month 
redetermination, EPSDT elimination for waiver groups, FES 
elimination.  Concerned about disproportionate impact to the 
homeless.  Reference written comments submitted to CMS. 
 

Eddie Sissons Arizona Foundation for 
Behavioral Health, 
Arizona Behavioral 
Health Coalition, and  
Maricopa Consumers, 
Advocates, and Providers, 
Inc. 

Opposed cuts to AHCCCS; specifically NEMT elimination.  
Contrary to the desire of voters when Props 204 and 105 were 
passed.  Concerned about timing and providing notice to members 
and switching SMIs to SSI-MAO.  Requested exemption from 
NEMT elimination for rural parts of Pinal and Maricopa counties * 

Joan Serviss Arizona Coalition to End 
Homelessness 

Opposed cuts to AHCCCS for homeless individuals 

Matt Jewett Children’s Action 
Alliance 

Opposed cuts to AHCCCS and copays for children and the impact of 
freezing parent coverage; presented info on other states; commented 
that the proposal does not meet 1115 standards 

* Written documents that were provided at the hearing are attached below. 

http://www.azahcccs.gov/publicnotices/Default.aspx


 
 

Name Organization Topics 
Suzanne 
Legander 

S.T.A.R. - Stand Together 
and Recover Centers, Inc. 

Opposed cuts to AHCCCS; specifically NEMT elimination and 6 
month redetermination; presented info on public transportation; 
Requested exemption for SMIs and that providers be able to see 
redetermination dates. 

Eva Hamant Self Questions re dental coverage in ICF-MRs and if NEMT elimination 
applies to DD.  (No) 

Brad Doyle Parent of Adult Concerned with lack of available information and stakeholder 
involvement on DD related issues; Opposed cuts to AHCCCS, 
specifically DDD, respite and provider rate reductions.  Question on 
CES dollar amount.  (TBD). 

Cindy Komar Arizona Hemophilia 
Association 

Opposed cuts to AHCCCS; provided info on importance of 
preventive treatment; requested contingency plan for members with 
chronic care conditions. 

Timothy 
Schmaltz 

Protecting Arizona’s 
Family Coalition 

Opposed cuts to AHCCCS; requested public comments be submitted 
to the Legislature 

John Dacey Gammage & Burnham Questions re:  
whether copays are mandatory for providers to collect (no) 
whether agency will save money for missed appointment fees (no) 
whether 5% rate reductions apply to DD providers (yes) 

Calicia White Ebony House, Inc. Opposed cuts to AHCCCS, specifically as it impacts those who need 
substance abuse treatment. 
 

Allen 
Gjerswig 

Keogh Health Connection Question on impact to current Childless Adults 

Sue Davis Self / Advocate / 
Behavioral Health 

Opposed cuts to AHCCCS and comment re constitutional 
implications and Prop 204 
 

David Carey  Arizona Bridge to 
Independent Living 

Opposed cuts to AHCCCS, specifically cuts to respite and how 
reductions in services could move members out of the community 
 

Anthony 
Hernandez 

Happy Kids Pediatrics Opposed cuts to AHCCCS and would have liked opportunity to 
provide comments in advance of the waiver submission 

MED Comments 
Suzanne 
Legander 

Family Member Opposed cuts to AHCCCS; concerned about denying care for 
treatable illnesses such as cancer. 
 

Matt Jewett Children’s Action 
Alliance 

Opposed cuts to AHCCCS, specifically as it impacts children; 
presented info on other states with similar programs; concerned 
there are no other alternatives for families. 

 



 
Public Hearing Agenda 

 
AHCCCS Update 

Date: April 25, 2011 
Time: 2:00 p.m. 

 
The ABIL Conference Center 

5025 E. Washington St., Ste 200 
Phoenix, AZ 85034 

Flagstaff Office  
Tucson Office 

 
Agenda Topics 

 

 

 
Welcome 

Introductions 

Guidelines for Presenting Public Comments 

Presentation 

Request for Public Comment 

Theresa Gonzales 

AHCCCS Staff 

Monica Coury 

Monica Coury/Matthew Devlin 

Attendees 

 
 

Guidelines for Presenting Public Comments 
 

• Public comments are welcomed by AHCCCS.  Please submit a speaker slip to present 
comments at today’s hearing or submit written comments at any time (instructions 
below).   

 
• Questions should be written on the speaker slip. 
 
• Comments may be mailed to: AHCCCS 801 East Jefferson, MD 4100, Phoenix, AZ 

85034, faxed to: (602) 256-6756, e-mailed to: PublicInput@azahcccs.gov, or 
submitted electronically to: 
http://www.azahcccs.gov/reporting/federal/commentform.aspx 

 
• Visit the AHCCCS website for additional information.  

http://www.azahcccs.gov. 

mailto:PublicInput@azahcccs.gov
http://www.azahcccs.gov/reporting/federal/commentform.aspx
http://www.azahcccs.gov/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arizona Center for Disability Law 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recovery Empowerment Network 
 





































































































































































































































































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arizona Foundation for Behavioral Health 
 








