
Care1st Health Plan Arizona is proud to partner with the City of Avondale and First Things First to make 

Southwest Maricopa County a better place. Finalist communities include the 7th largest city in America (San 

Antonio) and a town of only 7,000    

people (Hartsville, South Carolina). But, 

the 20 finalists share a common bond of 

working hard to ensure that their youth 

are healthy and supported both in 

school and in life. The 2016 “All-

America City Award” highlights local 

examples of innovative and effective 

community problem-solving and        

honors multi-sector initiatives to build 

brighter futures for the next generation. 

Over the years, this partnership has proven to be valuable to the vulnerable populations in Southwest     

Maricopa County and beyond. Through these collaborative efforts, the City of Avondale has now turned 

heads on a national level. The National Civic League has announced that the City of Avondale is a finalist of 

the 2016 “All-America City Award” (AAC). This award is given to 10 communities each year. The award honors 

and recognizes neighborhoods, villages, towns, cities, counties, tribes and regions that engage residents in        

innovative, inclusive and effective efforts to tackle critical challenges and identify solutions to improve the 

quality of life of its constituents.  

In 2009, Care1st Health Plan Arizona partnered 

with the City of Avondale and First Things First to 

create the Care1st Avondale Resource Center in 

the heart of Historic Avondale. This Center is a one

-stop hub of human and social services such as 

health care enrollment assistance, early childhood 

development programs, literacy classes, Women, 

Infants and Children (WIC), employment              

assistance, and more. Care1st Health Plan Arizona 

initiated this innovative collaborative effort to provide the community holistic service in order to promote 

better health outcomes and greater self-sufficiency for its members and the community at large. 

 

2016 All-America City Award Finalists  

 Avondale, AZ 
 Marana, AZ 
 Hayward, CA 
 Indio, CA 
 Whittier, CA 
 Lakewood, CO 
 New Britain, CT 
 Council Bluffs, IA 
 Fall River, MA 
 Columbia Heights, MN 

 Woodbury, MN 
 Las Vegas, NV 
 Asheboro, NC 
 Salisbury, NC 
 Charleston County, SC 
 Hartsville, SC 
 Missouri City, TX 
 San Antonio, TX 
 Norfolk, VA 
 Brown Deer, WI 

AHCCCS Connecting Communities      

Care1st Health Plan Arizona Partner, City of Avondale,       

Receives “All-America City Award” Nomination 



Teams of residents and leaders from non-profits, businesses, and government as well as young people from 

each of the communities will present their story and programs to a jury of nationally-recognized business, 

local government, and philanthropic leaders on June 17-19, 2016 in Denver, Colorado. Through workshops 

they will share insights with innovators from across the country. The event is every bit as much about     

learning and networking as it is about competing for the coveted “All-America City” title. 

"All-America Cities are places where people 

are coming together to address important 

issues like youth success and racial equity," 

said Doug Linkhart, the President of the     

National Civic League. "These cities and 

towns are harnessing the power of           

community to build their own future." 
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"Each year we use an extensive process with an expert jury to determine the All-America Cities," said         

Linkhart. “All-America Cities aren't perfect. There's no such thing as a perfect community. The award honors    

cities that mobilize community partnerships to address local challenges. These stories inform and inspire 

other communities facing similar challenges.” 

Stephanie Small, Avondale’s Neighborhood & Family Services Director, said that this year’s focus on healthy 

children and families makes Avondale an ideal contender for the award. “Avondale is a community that 

prides itself on building partnerships to support its families, neighborhoods and businesses. Our entry for the 

‘All-America City Award’ highlights the effectiveness of those partnerships and the importance of community 

building.” 
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