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DESCRIPTION

AHCCCS will cover services provided by non-physician surgical first assistants who are
licensed in Arizona as a physician's assistant or registered nurse, and who are registered
as an AHCCCS provider to render non-physician surgical first assistant services. The
provider must furnish documentation of compliance with the following requirements:

1. Each non-physician surgical first assistant provider must have the sponsorship
of an Arizona-licensed physician, and receive supervision from the physician as
required under their scope of practice.

2. Non-physician surgical first assistant services must be provided under the
supervision of a physician surgeon licensed to practice in Arizona and registered
with AHCCCS as a provider.

3. Providers of non-physician surgical first assistant services must hold liability
insurance which meets or exceeds limits required for AHCCCS registration.

4. Providers must be currently certified in advanced cardiac life support and CPR,
and

5. Non-physician surgical first assistants must be an Arizona licensed registered
nurse, or an Arizona licensed physician‘s assistant, or an Arizona licensed nurse
practitioner and meet the appropriate requirements listed below.

a. Currently licensed in Arizona as a registered nurse and meet one of the
following two requirements:
i. Hold a Registered Nurse First Assistant Certification (CRNFA)
issued by the competency & credentialing institute, or
ii. Meet the requirements for CRNFA certification excluding the 2,000
hours of practice as an RNFA. Applicants will demonstrate that they
meet this requirement by the following:
a) Completion of an acceptable formal RNFA program which meets
the specific criteria and is recognized by CCIl as an acceptable
program for CRNFA eligibility. It is the applicant*s responsibility to
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provide a certificate of completion demonstrating that the applicant
has completed the RNFA program.

b) Must be a Certified Nurse Operating Room (CNOR).

c) Must hold a BSN or MSN degree.

b. Currently licensed in Arizona to practice as a physician's
assistant.
Physician's assistants must provide services under the supervision of
their supervising physician or a supervising physician agent who has
been approved by the Arizona Joint Board on the Regulation of
Physician Assistants as stipulated within their scope of practice and
required by law.

c. Currently licensed in Arizona as a nurse practitioner with
appropriate surgical first assistant training.

AMOUNT, DURATION AND SCOPE

The non-physician surgical first assistant is governed by professional guidelines as
determined by their licensing and/or certifying agency and the medical staffing bylaws of
the facility where services are provided. Any non-physician surgical first assistant who
has had his/her professional license suspended or revoked is ineligible for registration for
this provider type or AHCCCS coverage for services.
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